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was terribly alarmed by the rumor that he might be super-
seded by Kokovtsev.
M. Sazonov's real views are well revealed in a long
report to the Tsar early in December, 1913.298 In this he
summed up the general situation after the Balkan Wars,
and especially the danger to peace caused by the long failure
of Turkey and Greece to come to terms. In view of Turkey's
weakened position, Sazonov concluded that the final dis-
solution of the Ottoman Empire was not far distant, that
all the Powers were calculating the parts which they would
appropriate when the final partition took place, and that
Russia must therefore decide what attitude she would take
in the premises.
An impartial reading of his report, which is too long to
quote in full, shows that he did not desire to bring about
a European war. On the contrary, he repeatedly stated
that he wished to preserve the status quo as long as possible.
But the situation in the Balkans was very unstable. Rus-
sia could never permit the Straits to pass into the hands
of any other Power, as they had been in danger of doing
when the Bulgarians advanced to the outposts of Constan-
tinople in 1912. Therefore he and the other Russian Minis-
ters must concert plans of preparedness to seize the Straits,
in case of European complications which he feared might
occur at any moment. Hence he requested the Tsar to
allow him to consult with the other Ministers on these
measures of preparedness:
It is not at all in our direct interest to strive for any
increases of territory whatever. All the needs of our in-
ternal development make the task of maintaining peace of
first importance. However, while not abandoning this
principal and primary task, we cannot close our eyes to the
298Sazonov's report of Nov. 23/Dec. 6, 1913; L.N., II, 363-372; Stieve,
III, 374-383 (with the date, Nov. 25/Dec. 8); summarized by Adamov,
pp. 70-75; approved by the Tsar at Livadia, Nov. 27/Dec. 10.